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NEWSLETTER- March 2015- EXTRA! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Member news: 
 

Jeff Watkins reported that former member Peter Brown passed away (age 86). He 
was an actor and very active in House of England years ago. Jeff says he was a 
brilliant man-ran a couple of the lawn programs and did a wonderful impersonation 
of Winston Churchill. He and his wife Barbara returned to England years back. 
 

Fran has challenged all  older members and former members that she knows about 
to write down their memories of House of England ï events, fun activities, photos, 
brochures, ANYTHING!   This is to help with the History of House of England 
project.  Any input will be most appreciated. 
 

A óôlong time agoô associate to the House of England visited the cottage last year. 
She has shared a lovely write-up about that association and how it inspired her. See 
page 3. 
 

Rita Grant, now aged 94 but lively of mind as ever, shared over the phone some of 
her treasured memories of lawn programs and fun events. (She is still a member 
but lives too far away to visit). She is going to send some pictures- yeah!   She 
sang, over the phone,  some of the songs that were part of the óFrightful Folliesò put 
on by the members. For one example, see pages 4 and 5. 
 

Maureen Flores shared this picture of her Mum, another former member. Can you 
name her and the others in the picture? 

Celebration of life: Mary Wagster 
 

   Saturday March 28 at the cottage from 11am to 2pm. Bring a side dish and/or 
   flowers to help Steve G and his family remember this special former member. 
   Maryôs loved ñfallò colours. (See details on page 2) 

 
   NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, April 7, at 6:30pm in House of Hungary. Sharing time. 
 

ñShow and tellò and ñShare your hobbyò 
 

    Got a hobby you would like to tell us about or something special you own that you 
    would like to tell us about? If so, call Fran so you are on the list for the next 
    meeting! 
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE:  Mary Lou Wagster 

 

 
 

Family and friends of Mary Lou Wagster are invited to her ñcelebration of lifeò and 
luncheon. March 28, 2015 from 11am to 2pm. 

 
House of England 

International cottages 
2191 Pan American Road West 

San Diego, CA 92101 
 

Food provided by the House of England in honour of the years Mary was a member 
(and Steve Gonzales, her son, who is still a much valued member)  
 

Please bring any photos and memories of Mary to share. 

House of England members- please let Fran know if you can bring a salad or 

something to go with Selinaôs sausage rolls or a dessert. 

Also, please bring some flowers to decorate the cottage if you can. 

Maryôs favourite flower: gardenias 

Maryôs favourite colours:  Orange, brown, gold, yellow (fall colours) 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=spring+flowers&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=spring+flowers&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=#view=detail&id=2B014902783FCC6AE2BBE70572EF1B76DC120C82&selectedIndex=184
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The Cottage of Dreams 

In 1961, San Diego was a sleepy little city with less than half the current population.   The pace was slower but 

things were starting to happen like the opening of Mission Valley Shopping Center and the Chargers came to  

town. This was also the year when I first visited the House of England, a part of the International Houses at 

Balboa Park. I became friends with a neighbor girl, Cheryl Landi, whose mother was from Preston, Lancashire, 

England. Her mother took care of me and when she hosted at the cottage on Sundays, I got to tag along. 

Those were carefree days, playing on the grass and visiting the house of each country. I got my first taste of 
Europe that way. Cheryl and I studied pictures, listened to music and took in the culture represented at each 
cottage. 

My family moved away and there were many years when I did not return to the charming circle of houses. I did 
attend the odd dance and event with my friend and her family but that was all. Then, in 1970, I became an 
associate member. I was planning to take my first trip to England and as a member would secure a discount on 
my tickets. I believe the cost was $225 round trip. 

During the summer of 1970, I performed as a Grenadier Guard as part of a group in a lawn show the House of 
England put on. Rehearsals and the camaraderie were good fun. 

It is interesting how one person or experience can change your whole life. I would say this is the case for me. 
Meeting Mrs. Landi and spending time with people at the cottage made me long to visit England. In 1971 I 
spent three weeks in London with my pen pal. I met Davy Jones of the Monkees, danced on stage on Top of 
The Pops, did a short skit with the infamous Jimmy Saville (he did seem very strange!) and had a magical time 
visiting museums, castles and dancing at discos. 

San Diego has changed so much over the years, sadly making it seem like another place altogether. When I 
visited the House of England in 2014, I felt such joy at seeing it looked much the same as I remembered. 

I was hoping to see some familiar faces but did not. Still, I received the same warm welcome I recalled from 
years long past. How wonderful it is to see HOE still going strong! Thanks for the wonderful memories and for 
enriching my life. 
         Ellen Garthofner Ruane 

   

Ellen at ñTop of the 

Pops 1971ò 

ñLondon my Londonò 

1970 

Ellen (blonde, about age 

10) with Cheryl Landi 
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EVERYTHING STOPS FOR TEA 
Featured in Buchanan's 1935 comedy film, "Come Out Of The Pantry" 

 

Everything Stops for Tea is a song written by Maurice Sigler with lyrics by Al Goodheart and American Al Hoffman, for 
the 1935 musical Come Out Of The tŀƴǘǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜŀ ōŜƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ 
and the musical were American. Jack Buchanan performed the song for the musical. 

Despite tea rationing during the Second World War, the English were addicted to the drink throughout the following 
decades. The Ministry of Food used the song in its 1940 exhibition and workers expected 15 minute tea breaks twice a 
day in all British industries in the 1950s, much to the annoyance of managers aiming to boost productivity. 
 

Every nation in creation has its favourite drink 
France is famous for its wine, it's beer in Germany 
Turkey has its coffee and they serve it blacker than ink 
Russians go for vodka and England loves its tea 
 

Oh, the factories may be roaring 
With a boom-a-lacka, zoom-a-lacka, wee 
But there isn't any roar when the clock strikes four 
Everything stops for tea 
 

Oh, a lawyer in the courtroom 
In the middle of an alimony plea 
Has to stop and help 'em pour when the clock strikes four 
Everything stops for tea 
 

It's a very good English custom 
Though the weather be cold or hot 
When you need a little pick-up, you'll find a little tea cup 
Will always hit the spot 
 

You remember Cleopatra 
Had a date to meet Mark Anthony at three 
When he came an hour late she said "You'll have to wait" 
For everything stops for tea 
 

Oh, they may be playing football 
And the crowd is yelling "Kill the referee!" 
But no matter what the score, when the clock strikes four 
Everything stops for tea 
 

Oh, the golfer may be golfing 
And is just about to make a hole-in-three 
But it always gets them sore when the clock yells "four!" 
Everything stops for tea 
 

It's a very good English custom 
And a stimulant for the brain 
When you feel a little weary, a cup'll make you cheery 
And it's cheaper than champagne 
 

Now I know just why Franz Schubert 
Didn't finish his unfinished symphony 
He might have written more but the clock struck four 
And everything stops for tea.
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ñEverything stops for teaò 
Professor Elemental  1972 

Paul Alborough, more often known as Professor Elemental, is a steampunk and chap hop musical artist. After being approached to 

do a concept album of hip-hop as it would sound in different time periods, Emcee Elemental created the character of Professor 
Elemental. While the album never came to fruition, the character stuck.  Professor Elemental has since been seen performing as a solo 
act or in theatre acts such as Come into My Parlour. He is also popular at steampunk events and has been a headliner at the 

Steampunk World's Fair and the Waltz on the Wye. 
 

You're sitting at your desk 
The report is due in by three 
And its ten past now, but for heavenôs sake 
Its still about time for tea 
 

Or your wife or husband left you 
Taking kids, furniture and the keys 
Well pull yourself together, keep calm and carry on 
Take time out for tea 
 

A superhero saves the world from a fiendish villain spree 
Needs to get back to the bat cave 
Where Alfred has got the tea 
 

A captain on the oceans hits an iceberg and might freeze 
But before he mans the lifeboats, well there is still time for tea! 
 

Itôs a very good English custom 
Though the weather be cold or hot 
If you need a little pickup 
Pour a little teacup 
It'll always hit the spot 
The soldiers may be fighting 
In trenches or in battles in the sea 
But there isn't any war when the clock strikes four 
Everything stops for tea! 
 

One... two... three... four: everything stops for tea! 
One... two... three... four: everything stops for tea! 
One... two... three... four: everything stops for tea! 
One... two... three... four: everything stops for tea! 
 

This truly mighty empire 
Wasn't built in an afternoon 
Cause we had to stop for muffins and stuffed buttered crumpets 
And a fresh pot brewed for two 
 

Games keeper or a poacher 
Whether lord or a cleaner of the loo 
Whether rich or poor when the clock strikes four you know just what to do! 
 

When queen Vic ran the country, she was grumpy then my friends 
Just a little bit of puff and a pot of brown stuff and it picked her up again. 
If your life is filled with hardships, well that's awful poor old you 
But you'll always have me and you'll always have tea, so come on and pour that brew!

http://genius.com/artists/Professor-elemental
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steampunk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chap_hop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steampunk_World%27s_Fair
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Waltz_on_the_Wye&action=edit&redlink=1
http://genius.com/4029779/Professor-elemental-everything-stops-for-tea/She-was-grumpy-then
http://genius.com/4029777/Professor-elemental-everything-stops-for-tea/Pot-of-brown-stuff
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